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Opening Prayers i

TGHEAT TFTASU] AFGa AR qYed Hd &9 FH UVR HcAH |

m A& REeAT aed shRa 74 T TS oo T ST,
GururBrahma GururVishnu GururDevo V?SL_'deva sutarh devarh kamsa
Maheshwaraha canure_imardan_am | | |
Guru Saakshaat ParaBrahma Tasmai Sri ievaadkl E:Jr:]manandam krsnam vande
Gurave Namaha Jagadg

Meaning:

Meaning:

Guru is the Creator (Brahma), Guru is the
Preserver(Vishnu), GuruDeva is
Destroyer(Maheshwara)

Guru is the absolute (singular) Lord himself,
Salutations to that Sri Guru

| offer my obeisance’s to Lord Krsna, the
beloved son of Vasudeva, who killed the
great demons Kamsa and Canura,

who is the source of great joy to Mother
Devaki; and who is indeed a world teacher

and spiritual master of the universe
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| Daily Wisdom from Bhagavad Gita — Janmashtami special sessions

Is there any difference
between God’s birth and
human birth?

When God comes in the
. ] d h Is there any
u(rinanhor.mﬂ, oes efc“c;lme . difference
under the influence of Maya? @& between the
diff t
Why does God have to take HHeren
| avatars of

avatar when he is present in
every atom of the universe?
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Can we see God through our material
eyes and perceive God through our

material senses?
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Chapter 4 Verse 6 46

NSO HoaTeTATHT ajo ‘pi sannavyayatma
ﬂ?l'l?-l'liﬁ%affsﬁ' g | bhatanam ishvaro ‘pi san
‘Jﬁ?ﬁ-l' TaTATassI™r prakritim svam adhishthaya
m || 6] sambhavamyatma-mayaya

Commentary: https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/6

Short Translation:

BG 4.6: Although | am unborn, the Lord of all living entities, and

have an imperishable nature, yet | appear in this world by virtue
of Yogmaya, my divine power.
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https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/6

Chapter 4 Verse 6 46

Many people revolit at

Some people are more comfortable with the idea of a God who
a formless God, who is all-pervading, possesses a form

incorporeal, and subtle
SEATH Pledd THITEA ARFIA: |
9ora: WEARY eree: @ W Y |[7.8)]

1 am the sacred syllable Om in the Vedic mantras
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Chapter 4 Verse 6

Definition of God : One who is all present and all powerful!

Challenging the very definition of God!

If someone stipulates that God cannot have a form, it means that
person does not accept him as all-powerful..

God is definitely incorporeal and formless, but that does not mean
that he cannot simultaneously have a form as well. Since God is all-
powerful, he has the power to manifest in a form if he wishes

Thus to say, “God is formless,” is an incomplete statement. On the other hand, to say,
“God manifests in a personal form,” is also only a partial truth. The all-powerful God has
both aspects to his divine personality—the personal form and the formless aspect.

Hence, the Brihadaranyak Upanishad states:

dwe vava brahmano ripe muartam chaiva amartam cha (2.3.1)[v3]
“God appears in both ways—as the formless Brahman and as the
personal God.” They are both dimensions of his personality.

4.6




Chapter 4 Verse 6

In fact, the individual soul
also has these two
dimensions to its existence. It
is formless, and hence, when
it leaves the body upon
death, it cannot be seen. Yet
it takes on a body—not once,
but innumerable times—as it
transmigrates from birth to
birth.

When the tiny soul is able to possess a body, can the all-powerful
God not have a form? Or is it that God says, “I do not have the
power to manifest in a form, and hence | am only a formless light.”
For him to be perfect and complete, he must be both personal and
formless.

© Copyright 2021 JKYog
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The difference is that while our
form is created from the material
energy, Maya, God’s form is
created by his divine

energy, Yogmaya. It is thus divine,
and beyond material defects

This has been nicely stated in the Padma
Puran:

yastu nirguna ityuktah shastreshu jagadishvarah
prakritairheya sanyuktairgunairhinatvamuchyate [v4]

“Wherever the Vedic scriptures state that God does
not have a form, they imply that his form is not
subject to the blemishes of the material energy;
rather, it is a divine form.”



3 forms of God God

=3

Brahman

Bhagavan

Paramatma

Teen roop Shri Krishna ko, Ved
Vyas bataya.

Brahm aur paramatma, aru
bhagwan kayaa.

Ved Vyas Ji has described three
forms of supreme God Krishna in
the Bhagwatam: (1) brahm, (2)
paramatma, (3) bhagwan.



4.6

Point to Ponder

Prabhu vyapaka sarvatra samana
Prema te prakata hohim maim jana - Ramayan

First Principle-
Seeing divinity in the divine gives a divine result

* Second Principle-
o Loving the divine without awareness of His divinity o
riney also gives a divine result /
p/(;d' & sl
b\/ x ‘ ‘ Third Principle- ) )
” ' Loving material things with a divine sentiment gives R

a divine result

Fourth Principle-
Loving wordly things with wordly sentiments gives a material result



Chapter 4 Verse 7 47

JeT Jar g aHTy sdfasiafa yada yada hi dharmasya
AR | ‘ glanir bhavati bharata
H&?’Fﬂmﬂﬁ@' dalcHTed abhyutthanam adharmasya
Jorreged || 7] tadatmanam srijamyaham

Commentary: https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/7

BG 4.7: Whenever there is a decline in righteousness and an

increase in unrighteousness, O Arjun, at that time | manifest
myself on earth.

© Copyright 2021 JKYog


https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/7

Chapter 4 Verse 8 48

qREATOT HT?EIT e = paritranaya sadhinam

A GIGE vinashaya cha dushkritam
Eﬂﬁ'\:ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂh‘ qFara 'gﬁ' dharma-sansthapanarthaya
'gﬁ' | 8| sambhavami yuge yuge

Commentary: https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/8

Short Translation:

BG 4.8: To protect the righteous, to annihilate the wicked, and to
reestablish the principles of dharma | appear on this earth, age
after age.
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https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/8

3 forms of God - Brahman God

Brahman

Sarv-shakti sampann ho, shakti
vikas na hoya.

Sat chit anand roop jo, brahm
kahave soya.

The form of God in which all the divine
powers are present, but are totally
dormant, and which is merely a divine
existence is called sat-chit-

anand brahm (sat is active, but chit
and anand are dormant).



3 forms of God - Paramatma God

Paramatma

Sarv-shakti sanyukt ho, nam roop gun
hoya.
Leela parikar rahit ho, paramatma hai
soya.

Almighty God who has an all-beautiful
divine personal form, who has every
divine power, and who also has
uncountable names, forms and
virtues, but who does not perform
divine leelas (pastimes), and who has

. no intimate divine associates is
. called paramatma.



Holy Bhagavad Gita

éé@ Sarv-shakti prakatya ho, leela
vividh prakar.

Viharat parikar sang jo, tehi
bhagawan pukar.

The form of God in whom every
divine power is fully manifested,
whose all-beautiful divine form has
unlimited names and virtues, and
Who is always performing all-
loving leelas with His intimate
divine associates in His divine %
abode is Bhagwan Krishna. @

f




2.31

Swa — dharma

One’s duty as an individual, in accordance with the Vedas.

Para Dharma Apara Dharma

( Spiritual Duties) (Material Duties or mundane duties)
Considering oneself to be the However, since a vast majority of humankind does
soul, the prescribed duty is to not possess this spiritual perspective, the Vedas also
love and serve God with prescribe duties for those who see themselves as the
devotion body

These duties are defined according to one’s ashram (station in
life), and varna (occupation).



Aveshavatar

when God manifests his special
powers in an individual soul
and acts through him. The sage
Narad is an example

of Aveshavatar. The Buddha is
also an example

of Aveshavatar.

Vaibhavatar

when God descends in his divine
form, and manifests more of his
divine powers. Matsyavatar,
Kurmavatar, Varahavatar are all
examples of Vaibhavatars.

Pardvasthavatar

when God manifests all
his divine powers in his
personal divine form.
Shree Krishna, Shree
Ram, and Nrisinghavatar
are all Paravasthavatar

4.7

Prabhavavatar

these are the descensions of God in the personal
form, where he displays some of his divine
powers. Prabhavavatars are also of two kinds:

a)Where God reveals himself only for a few
moments, completes his work, and then departs.
Hansavatar is an example of this, where God
manifested before the Kumaras, answered their
guestion, and left.

b) Where the Avatar remains on the earth for
many years. Ved Vyas, who wrote the eighteen
Puranas and the Mahabharat, and divided the
Vedas into four parts, is an example of such an
Avatar.



Chapter 4 Verse 7

Hari Anant Hari Katha Anant..

This classification does not imply that any one Avatar is
bigger than the other.

Ved Vyas, who is himself an Avatar, clearly states

this: sarve pidrnah shashvatashcha dehdastasya
paramatmanah (Padma Puran)[v6] “All the descensions of
God are replete with all divine powers; they are all perfect
and complete.”

Hence, we should not differentiate one Avatar as bigger
and another as smaller. However, in each descension, God
manifests his powers based on the objectives he wishes to
accomplish during that particular descension.

The remaining powers reside latently within the Avatar.
Hence, the above classifications were created.



Chapter 4 Verse 8 48

Literal Meaning Deeper Meaning

To establish dharma

God descends to establish the dharma of devotion by providing souls with
his names, forms, pastimes, virtues, abodes, and associates, with the help of
which they may engage in bhakti and purify their minds.

Dharma is eternally described in the Vedas. God can reestablish it through }
a Saint; he does not need to descend himself, in his personal form, to
accomplish this.

To annihilate the wicked Along with God, to help facilitate his divine pastimes, some liberated
Saints descend and pretend to be miscreants. For example, Ravan and
Kumbhakarna were Jaya and Vijaya who descended from the divine abode
of God. They pretended to be demons and opposed and fought with Ram.
They could not have been killed by anyone else, since they were divine
personalities. So, God slayed such demons as a part of his leelas. And
having killed them, he sent them to his divine abode, since that was

To protect the righteous where they came from in the first place.

God is seated in the hearts of his devotees, and always protects them } Many souls had become sufficiently elevated in their sadhana (spiritual

from within. There is no need to take an Avatar for this purpose. practice) to qualify to meet God face-to-face. When Shree Krishna
descended in the world, these eligible souls got their first opportunity to
participate in God’s divine pastimes. For example, some gopis (cowherd
women of Vrindavan, where Shree Krishna manifested his pastimes) were
liberated souls who had descended from the divine abode to assist in
Shree Krishna’s leelas. Other gopis were materially bound souls who got
their first chance to meet and serve God, and participate in his leelas. So
when Shree Krishna descended in the world, such qualified souls got the

opportunity to perfect their devotion by directly participating in the
pastimes of God.

God is all-powerful, and can kill the wicked merely by wishing it. Why should }
he have to take an Avatar to accomplish this?



Chapter 4 Verse 7

Dharma is verily the prescribed actions that are conducive to our
spiritual growth and progress; the reverse of this
is adharma (unrighteousness).

When unrighteousness prevails, the creator and administrator of
the world intervenes by descending and reestablishing dharma.

Such a descension of God is called an Avatar

Twenty four such descensions have been listed in the Shrimad
Bhagavatam. However, the Vedic scriptures state that there are
innumerable descensions of God:

janma-karmabhidhanani santi me ‘nga sahasrashah
na shakyante ‘nusankhyatum anantatvan mayapi hi (Bhagavatam
10.51.36)[v5]
“Nobody can count the infinite Avatars of God since the
beginning of eternity.”

4.7

The word “Avatar” has been adopted from
Sanskrit into English and is commonly used for
people’s images on the media screen.

In this text, we will be using it in its original Sanskrit
connotation, to refer to the divine descension of God.



Chapter 4 Verse 8

The biggest dharma that the soul can engage in is devotion to God. That is what God strengthens by
taking an Avatar.

When God descends in the world, he reveals his divine forms, names, virtues, pastimes, abodes, and
associates. This provides the souls with an easy basis for devotion. Since the mind needs a form to
focus upon and to connect with, the formless aspect of God is very difficult to worship. On the other
hand, devotion to the personal form of God is easy for people to comprehend, simple to perform, and
sweet to engage in.

Thus, since the descension of Lord Krishna 5,000 years ago, billions of souls have made his
divine leelas (pastimes) as the basis of their devotion, and purified their minds with ease and joy.
Similarly, the Ramayan has provided the souls with a popular basis for devotion for innumerable
centuries. When the TV show, Ramayan, first began airing on Indian national television on Sunday
mornings, all the streets of India would become empty. The pastimes of Lord Ram held such
fascination for the people that they would be glued to their television sets to see the /eelas on the
screen. This reveals how Lord Ram’s descension provided the basis for devotion to billions of souls in
history.

The Ramayan says:
ram eka tapasa tiya tari, nama koti khala kumati sudharr [v7]

“In his descension period, Lord Ram helped only one Ahalya (Sage Gautam’s wife, whom Lord Ram
released from the body of stone). However, since then, by chanting the divine name “Ram,” billions of
fallen souls have elevated themselves.”

4.8
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opportunity
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