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vasudeva sutaṁ devaṁ kaṁsa

cāṇūramardanam |

devakī paramānandaṁ kṛṣṇaṁ vande

jagadgurum

GururBrahma GururVishnu GururDevo

Maheshwaraha

Guru Saakshaat ParaBrahma Tasmai Sri 

Gurave Namaha

Meaning:

Guru is the Creator (Brahma), Guru is the 

Preserver(Vishnu), GuruDeva is 

Destroyer(Maheshwara)

Guru is the absolute (singular) Lord himself, 

Salutations to that Sri Guru

Meaning: 

I offer my obeisance’s to Lord Kṛṣṇa, the 

beloved son of Vasudeva, who killed the 

great demons Kaṁsa and Cāṇūra, 

who is the source of great joy to Mother 

Devakī; and who is indeed a world teacher 

and spiritual master of the universe
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Opening Prayers
Opening
Prayers Holy Bhagavad Gita



Chapter 4 Verse 9 4.9 Holy Bhagavad Gita

Shloka ( In Sanskrit) Shloka ( in English)

janma karma cha me divyam
evaṁ yo vetti tattvataḥ
tyaktvā dehaṁ punar janma
naiti mām eti so ’rjuna

Commentary:  https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/9

Short Translation: 

BG 4.9: Those who understand the divine nature of my birth and 
activities, O Arjun, upon leaving the body, do not have to take 
birth again, but come to my eternal abode.
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https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/4/verse/9


Chapter 4 Verse 6 4.6 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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Purifying the Mind

Our mind gets cleansed by 
engaging it in devotional 
remembrance of God

▪ Intangible and nebulous to 
most people.

▪ They find nothing to focus upon or 
feel connected with during such 
devotional meditation

▪ Devotion to the personal form of God is tangible and simple

▪ Such devotion requires divine sentiments toward 
the personality of God. develop divine feelings 
toward his names, form, virtues, pastimes, abode, 
and associates

For example, people purify their minds by 
worshipping stone deities because they harbor the 
divine sentiments that God resides in these deities. 
It is these sentiments that purify the devotee’s 
mind

12.
For those whose minds are attached to the 
unmanifest, the path of realization is full of 
tribulations. Worship of the unmanifest is exceedingly 
difficult for embodied beings.

Brahman is not only 
formless, It is also 
without attributes. It 
has been described 
as nirguṇa (without 
qualities), nirviśheṣh (
without attributes), 
and nirākār (without 
form)



Chapter 4 Verse 9 4.9 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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The difference in paths can be understood through the markaṭ-kiśhore nyāya (the logic of the 
baby) monkey, and mārjār-kiśhore nyāya (the logic of the baby kitten)

The baby monkey is responsible for holding onto her 
mother’s stomach; it is not helped by its 
mother. When the mother monkey jumps from one 
branch to another, the onus of clinging tightly onto 
the mother is upon the baby, and if it is unable to do 
so, it falls.

In contrast, a kitten is very small and delicate, 
but the mother takes the responsibility of 
transporting it from one place to another, by 
holding the kitten from behind the neck and 
lifting it up

In the analogy, the devotees of the formless can be 
compared to the baby monkey and the devotees of 
the personal form can be compared to the baby 
kitten. Those who worship the formless Brahman 
have the onus of progressing on the path by 
themselves, because Brahman does not bestow 
grace upon them The jñānīs who worship God 
as nirguṇa, nirviśheṣh, and nirākār, have to rely 
entirely upon self-effort for progress



Chapter 9 Verse 31 9.31 Holy Bhagavad Gita

Shloka ( In Sanskrit) Shloka ( in English)

kṣhipraṁ bhavati
dharmātmā śhaśhvach-
chhāntiṁ nigachchhati
kaunteya pratijānīhi na me 
bhaktaḥ praṇaśhyati

Commentary:  https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/9/verse/31

Short Translation: 

BG 9.31: Quickly they become virtuous and attain lasting peace. 
O son of Kunti, declare it boldly that no devotee of Mine is ever 
lost. © Copyright 2021 JKYog



Chapter 4 Verse 9 4.9 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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Question => Where does God reside?

The progenitor Manu says:

na kāṣhṭhe vidyate devo na śhilāyāṁ na mṛitsu
cha

bhāve hi vidyate devastasmātbhāvaṁ
samācharet [v8]

“God resides neither in wood nor in stone, but in
a devotional heart. Hence, worship the deity with
loving sentiments.”

Answer => Ur”pur”

Similarly, if we wish to engage in 
devotion toward Lord Krishna, we must 
learn to harbor divine sentiments toward 
his leelas. 

Those commentators who give a 
figurative interpretation to the 
Mahabharat and the Bhagavad Gita, do 
grave injustice by destroying the basis of 
people’s faith in devotion towards Shri 
Krishna

In this verse, Shree Krishna has 
emphasized the need for divine 
sentiments toward his pastimes, for 
enhancing our devotion.



Chapter 4 Verse 9 4.9 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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Our Actions God’s Actions

We materially bound souls have not yet 
attained divine bliss, and hence the longing of 
our soul is not yet satiated

Thus, our actions are motivated by 
self-interest and the desire for personal 
fulfillment

However, God’s actions have no personal 
motive because he is perfectly satiated 
by the infinite bliss of his own 
personality. He does not need to achieve 
further personal bliss by performing 
actions. Therefore, whatever he does is 
for the welfare of the materially 
conditioned souls.

Divine actions that God performs are termed 
as “leelas”

While the actions we perform are called 
“work.”

Similarly, God’s birth is also divine, and 
unlike ours, it does not take place from 
a mother’s womb.

The all-Blissful God has no requirement 
to hang upside down in a mother’s 
womb



Chapter 9 Verse 11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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The Bhāgavatam states:
tam adbhutaṁ bālakam ambujekṣhaṇaṁ

chatur-bhujaṁ śhaṅkha
gadādyudāyudham (10.3.9) [v9]

“When Shree Krishna manifested upon birth
before Vasudev and Devaki, he was in his four-
armed Vishnu form.” This full-sized form could
definitely not have resided in Devaki’s womb.
However, to create in her the feeling that he was
there, by his Yogmaya power, he simply kept
expanding Devaki’s womb. Finally, he manifested
from the outside, revealing that he had never
been inside her:

āvirāsīd yathā prāchyāṁ diśhīndur iva
puṣhkalaḥ (Bhāgavatam 10.3.8) [v10]

“As the moon manifests in its full glory in the night 
sky, similarly the Supreme Lord Shree Krishna 
manifested before Devaki and Vasudev.” This is the 
divine nature of God’s birth. If we can develop faith 
in the divinity of his pastimes and birth, then we will 
be able to easily engage in devotion to his personal 
form, and attain the supreme destination.

Our intellect is limited
when it comes to understanding
things beyond its knowledge
and experience!



Chapter 9 Verse 11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita

Shloka ( In Sanskrit) Shloka ( in English)

avajānanti māṁ mūḍhā
mānuṣhīṁ tanum āśhritam
paraṁ bhāvam ajānanto
mama bhūta-maheśhvaram

Commentary:  https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/9/verse/11

Short Translation: 

BG 9.11: When I descend in My personal form deluded persons 
are unable to recognize Me. They do not know the divinity of My 
personality, as the Supreme Lord of all beings.

© Copyright 2021 JKYog

https://www.holy-bhagavad-gita.org/chapter/9/verse/11


Chapter 9 Verse 11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita

© Copyright 2021 JKYog

Good teachers occasionally use strong words to jostle their 
students out of the complacence of shallow thinking, into a 
deeper state of thoughtfulness. Here, Shree Krishna uses the 
word mūḍha, which means “dim-witted,” to describe those who 
deny the divinity of His personal form.

Those who say that God is only formless and 
cannot manifest in a personal form, contradict the 
definition of God as being all-mighty and all-
powerful. The Supreme Lord has created this 
entire world full of forms, shapes, and colors. If He 
can do such an amazing feat of creating myriad 
forms in the world, can He not create a form for 
Himself? Or is it that God says, “I do not have the 
power to manifest in a personal form, and hence I 
am only formless light.” To say that He cannot 
possess a personal form makes Him incomplete.

We tiny souls also possess forms. If one holds that
God cannot possess a form, then the corollary is that
He has even less power than us a human
beings. For God to be perfect and complete, He
must have both attributes to His personality—a
personal aspect and a formless aspect.



Chapter 9 Verse 11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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apaśhyaṁ gopāṁ anipadyamānamā (Ṛig Veda 1.22.164 sūkta
31)

“I had the vision of God as a boy who is never annihilated, and who 
appeared in a family of cowherds.”

dwibhūjaṁ mauna mudrāḍhyaṁ vana
mālinamīśhwaram

(Gopāl Tāpani Upaniṣhad 1.13)
“The Lord, wearing a garland of forest flowers, 
plays His flute, enchantingly forming the mauna

mudrā with His hands.”gūḍhaṁ paraṁ brahma 
manuṣhya-liṅgam (Bhagavatam 

7.15.75)
“The deepest knowledge is that 

God accepts a human-like form.”

yatrāvatīrṇo bhagavān paramātmā
narākṛitiḥ (Bhagavatam 9.23.20)

“At that time, the Supreme Lord, who possesses 
all opulences, descended in a human-like form.”

īśhwaraḥ paramaḥ kṛiṣhṇaḥ sachchidānanda vigrahaḥ
anādirādir govindaḥ sarvakāraṇa kāraṇam (Brahma 

Samhitā 5.1)
In this verse, Brahma prays to Shree Krishna, “I worship 

Lord Krishna whose form is eternal, all-knowing, and 
blissful. He is without beginning and end, and is the cause 

of all causes.”

asyāpi deva vapuṣho mad-anugrahasya
svechchhā-mayasya na tu bhūta-mayasya ko ’pi (Bhagavatam 

10.14.2)
In this verse, Lord Brahma prays to Shree Krishna, “O Lord, Your 
body is not made of pañch mahābhūta (the five great elements); 

it is divine. And You have descended in this form by Your own 
free will, to bestow Your grace upon souls like myself.”



Chapter 9 Verse 11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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The divine nature of God’s form is such that His divinity is 
perceived by each person only to the extent of his or her 

spiritual power.
When those who are influenced by sattva guṇa see Him, they 
think, “Shree Krishna is a special person. He is very competent 

but is definitely not God.”

When those under the spell of rajo guṇa see Him, they say, 
“There is nothing special in Him. He is very much like 

us.” When those dominated by tamo guṇa see Him, they think, 
“He is egotistic and characterless, much worse than us.”

It is only the God-realized saints who can recognize Him as 
God, since they have received divine vision by His grace. And 

so, Shree Krishna says that the unaware materially conditioned 
souls do not know Him when He takes an avatar in the world.

However, in regard to the personal form of God, we must keep in mind that it is a divine form, which 
means it is devoid of all the defects found in material forms. The form of God is sat-chit-ānand—it is 

eternal, full of knowledge, and constituted of divine bliss.

Since we souls have been taking 
births in the world from time 

immemorial, it is plausible that we 
were present in the human form on 

the earth when a previous 
descension of God was present on 

the earth. It is even possible that we 
saw the descension. However, the 
limitation was that God’s form was 
divine and we possessed material 

eyes. So when we saw Him with our 
eyes, we were unable to recognize 

the divinity of His personality.



DWFBG – 9.11 9.11 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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Bhakti

Gyan/
Knowledge Peak of Gyan ( knowledge)

Peak of Bhakti?
- NoneBlind zone

Lame zone

Journey of Full Moon

Waxing Moon



Let us learn from each other! 4.9 Holy Bhagavad Gita
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Video on



Question & Answers

Why?
When?

How?

What?

Where?
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Closing Prayers

Om Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah
Sarve Santu Niraamayaah |
Sarve Bhadraanni Pashyantu
Maa Kashcid-Duhkha-Bhaag-Bhavet |
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih ||

Om, May All be Happy,
May All be Free from Illness.
May All See what is Auspicious,
May no one Suffer.
Om Peace, Peace, Peace.
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